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Dear Northwest Elementary Families,                                                                                           2-19-16 
 
I would like to provide you with an update and additional information on the water situation at 
Northwest Elementary. I know that some of you had questions following the email yesterday, and I 
hope to address some of those below. As we continue to work through this situation and new 
information becomes available, my goal is to share it with you as soon as possible. When we sent 
the email communication yesterday afternoon, the situation was still very new to us; however, we felt 
it was of the utmost importance to alert you immediately. Because school had already been released 
for the day, we were unable to send a letter home, which is why we relied on our parent email 
communication system. 

 
As mentioned in my email yesterday, test results at two sites within Northwest Elementary showed 
elevated lead levels. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) lead action level is .015 mg/L. At 
Northwest results from one test site returned lead levels of .016 mg/L and a second site returned 
levels of .039 mg/L. The test site that showed the higher levels was in a seldom used room within the 
building. These levels are much lower than what have been found in the City of Flint. 

 
The test results from Southeast and Southwest, which are the same age as Northwest, came back 
lead free. This led us to believe that we may have received inaccurate test results from the original 
Northwest sample. We collected a second round of samples this morning which have been dropped 
off for testing. A third round of samples will be collected tomorrow morning and taken to a second lab 
for testing. We have requested that these test results be expedited. This additional testing will either 
verify the original test results or disprove them. 

 
We have been in touch with the Livingston County Health Department regarding this issue. The 
health department has assured us that we are following all of the proper steps in handling this 
situation. Additionally, we confirmed that students may continue to use the water at Northwest for 
hand washing purposes. The drinking fountains at the school will remain covered to prevent student 
use until further notice. We will continue to have water coolers and bottled water available to 
students until test results show that the water is safe for drinking. The food service staff at Northwest 
has been instructed to use bottled water when preparing breakfast and lunch items.   

 
If the second or third round of testing shows elevated levels once again, we will immediately begin 
working to locate the source of the problem, take corrective action and retest the water to ensure 
that it is safe and within the EPA’s acceptable levels. If corrective action is needed, it is likely that the 
repairs will be minor such as replacing a faucet or water pipe. 
 
Rest assured that we are taking this matter very seriously. As we work through this process, I will 
keep each of you updated. 
 
Sincerely, 
Erin J. MacGregor 
Superintendent 
Howell Public Schools 


